A sustainability assessment of the Western Australian (WA) rangelands identified 12 a range of issues associated with regional economic decline typical of many marginal 13 rangeland regions in Australia. As part of a regional rejuvenation strategy, the WA state 14 government purchased selected pastoral lease properties for incorporation into the 15 conservation estate. It was intended as a means of land use transition from monofunctional 16 productivism to multi-functionality incorporating protection of significant rangeland 17 bioregions and development of tourism. 18
Introduction 40
This paper documents issues in the transitioning of land use from mono-functional 41 productivism to multifunctional conservation and consumption in remote rangeland areas. 42
Changing economic and social circumstances in many rangeland regions have resulted in a 43 decline in the viability of pastoralism as an economic activity (Holmes 1996 diversified economic opportunities are considered necessary in such circumstances to bring 51 about regional recovery or even to ensure local economic and ecological survival (Parr 1999) . 52
Public acknowledgement of the need for such changes has been evidenced by the state 53 government's purchase of several pastoral lease properties in the interior Gascoyne-54
Murchison rangelands of Western Australia as part of a regional rejuvenation strategy. This 55 strategy identified several key issues threatening the Gascoyne-Murchison region, including a 56 decline in biodiversity and the need to broaden the hitherto productivist economic base (URS 57 2004). The acquisition of land was viewed by government as an opportunity to incorporate 58 important bioregions into the conservation estate and to develop tourism as a means of 59 revitalising a traditionally low profile and economically depressed region. Interestingly, 60 Holmes (2006) noted that the graziers in the Gascoyne-Murchison region were entrenched in 61 a narrowly productivist pastoralist paradigm thereby creating significant cultural resistance to 62 a shift to multi-functional land use. This paper presents a detailed consideration of the 63 government land purchase strategy in the Gascoyne-Murchison region. The purchase was 64 intended to diversify land use and thereby to improve local economic, social and 65 environmental fortunes, through biodiversity conservation and the facilitation of tourism. 66
Given the government's policy of change in land use to a more complex form, our frame 67 of reference for this study is Holmes ' (2006) (Table 1).  75   76   TABLE 1 NEAR HERE  77   78 While the agricultural productivist mode is included, the remaining six modes describe a 79 transition from a less viable 'mono-functional' and productivist form of land use to other 80 modes in which production is either combined with consumption and/or protection or is 81 absent altogether (Holmes 2006) . While contested land uses do occur in areas with high 82 production values, Holmes noted that in remote Australia there is generally a spatial 83 separation between land which is optimal for production and that which is desired for 84 consumption. This reduces, to some extent, the likelihood of contestations between these 85 different modes of land use in remote regions. The government purchase of the pastoral 86 leases in the Gascoyne-Murchison region of WA was primarily for biodiversity conservation 87 which therefore represents a transition from productivism to the "Conservation occupance" 88 mode identified by Holmes (2006, p149) However, while nature conservation provided the 89 primary motivation for the resumption of these leases, the official acknowledgement of the 90 importance of these areas for indigenous uses and tourism reflects the complexities inherent 91 in the multifunctional rural transition framework. 92
According to Holmes and Knight (1994) importance declined significantly thereafter. However, the considerable diversity of 135 environments, landscapes and amenities means that production, consumption and 136 conservation potentials can vary considerably across and even within rangeland regions, with 137 grazing capacity, natural beauty and ready access from large regional centres being important 138 variables in this regard (CIE 2000) . 139 Carson and Taylor (2008) noted that rangeland areas with a diversity of natural and 140 cultural experiences are more likely to attract tourists and to benefit from tourism. The 141 benefits of successful tourism development for regional economies are well recognised 142 (Dwyer et al. 2004 ). In terms of tourism, however, the success of any form of transition 143 relies on specific characteristics that encourage and facilitate tourist visitation (Crouch and 144 Ritchie 1999). A region seeking to encourage tourism, and to receive its apparent benefits, 145 requires both a clearly defined point of entry and a selection of tourism focal points that 146 people want to access (Leiper 1990 ). This is especially so in those more isolated regions of 147 the Australian rangelands where access requires considerable effort and expense on the part Much of the area is covered by mining leases that take precedence over pastoral lease status 261 should mining prove to be feasible. 262
As part of the Gascoyne-Murchison Strategy, and in an effort to build on tourism in the 263 interior, a number of self drive touring routes were developed. These include recommended 264 itineraries in published material as well as formally signposted and interpreted self drive 265 routes. The self drive routes commence in regional coastal centres and were designed to 266 encourage tourism to move away from the popular coastal areas and experience the interior 267 rangeland regions. Recommended itineraries include routes marked on maps for viewing 268 wildflowers. The Outback Pathways self drive trails represent an example of a specifically 269 marked and signposted drive trail network across the Gascoyne-Murchison regions (Fig. 3) . intended as a forum for discussion of specific details regarding tourism development 308 opportunities. Rather, they were a forum for the various interested parties to gather and share 309 general ideas in relation to tourism and the management of the purchased rangeland 310
properties. Workshops were facilitated by the researchers. 311
The researchers visited the resumed property leases to interview a total of seven resident 312 managers and to gain a first hand view of lease land condition and layout. New managers of 313 DEC purchased properties and incumbent managers of pastoral properties were interviewed 314 on a conversational basis regarding their opinions on the potential for tourism in the region 315 and on current land management issues. Occupied leases purchased in full by DEC were 316 characteristically supervised by managers engaged after resumption of the lease. Where fully 317 purchased leases were clustered, the single manager engaged for the whole cluster was 318 interviewed (for example the cluster of Lochada, Karara and Warriedar pastoral leases were 319 managed by a single couple occupying Karara). Where part (and hence unoccupied) leases 320 were purchased, the managers of the neighbouring unpurchased components of the leases 321 were interviewed. These tended to be the incumbent pastoral lease managers, often from 322 families resident on the land for several generations. This contrasts with the description of driving forces for transition to this mode that include a 367 growing awareness of the need for conservation and a demand for experiences in 'pristine' 368 landscapes (Holmes 2006, p149) . This suggests a gap between the objectives of the top down 369 transition process and the bottom up community perceptions of issues in the region. 370
With this in mind, a major finding of this study was that this shift from production to a 371 combination of protection and consumption has arguably exchanged one set of problems for 372
another. Declining returns on pastoralism, combined with declining productivity of the land, properties seemed to face insurmountable problems, the multifunctional rural transition has 377 seen new issues and problems arise and these will now need to be overcome if the 378 multifunctional transition is to succeed. The following sections describe and discuss the 379 main issues that emerged from the community workshops, the interviews with stakeholders 380 and the site visits. will also come at a higher cost to the tourist relative to the quality of the service received. In 510 addition, many of the properties are covered by mining exploration licenses. These licenses 511 take precedence over all other tenures such that some properties (such as Kadji Kadji) are 512 exposed to the possibility of mining activity. This generates an uncertainty of tenure that can 513 discourage investment in tourism business and infrastructure. Without significant investment, 514 it is unlikely that the region will be able to obtain significant economic and social benefits 515 from tourism. 516
Coupled with this, some managers contracted by DEC to maintain properties were 517 neither willing nor able to manage tourism activities in addition to their basic property 518 management duties. This was a function of the amount of work required to maintain large 519 lease areas as well as of the skill sets of the current on site managers. There is also a reported 520 high turnover of caretakers meaning that the establishment and development of tourism 521
services is made more difficult owing to a lack of consistency and corporate memory. The isolation of the rangeland properties purchased by DEC has minimised the contested 558 land use issues present in other more populated regions. This is due to the lack of large 559 population centres in the interior regions, the low annual number of tourists and a sparse 560 population dominated by pastoralists. The driving force for transition related primarily to the 561 degradation of land condition, decline in market returns for pastoralists and the subsequent 562 loss of the productive value of the land. These issues and the symptoms of social and 563 economic decline have been the focus of much scientific and economic research, in relation 564 to Australian rural areas (Holmes 2006) . Ultimately, the Gascoyne and Murchison 565 pastoralists accepted an offer of purchase from the government as a means of 'escaping' from 566 this downward spiral of rural decline. In this sense, the transition was not instigated by a 567 contestation over space but rather through mutual agreement. 568
As we noted above, the change to a conservation occupance mode of land use appears to 569 have exchanged one set of problems for another. Both sets of problems have their origins in 570 the core characteristics of the Western Australian rangelands but they have been exacerbated 571 by the inadequate replacement of management resources that were lost when pastoralists left 572 the land. These scattered and remote wilderness properties do present opportunities for the 573 24 conservation of unique land and ecosystem types and for tourism. However, they also 574 present significant management problems due to lack of resources, infrastructure and 575 difficulty of access. When the land was managed for pastoralist production, each property 576 had a dedicated management presence and the pastoralists had a strong sense of ownership of 577 their land. The removal of this management presence has resulted in a rapid degradation of 578 existing infrastructure owing to vandalism, theft and the harsh environmental conditions. It 579 seems that, at the time of purchase, this transition to multifunctional rural land use exchanged 580 a lack of success in production with a decline in the essential component of management 581 presence on the land, namely human occupance. Currently, therefore, the symptom of land 582 degradation continues but for very different reasons. 583
As is the case with protection, this rangeland example highlights issues relating to 584 difficulties in transitioning from productivism to tourism as a consumptive use of land. In 585 this instance, the purchase of the land by a government conservation agency with limited 586 resources for tourism management and a primary focus on conservation of ecosystems is a 587 further complicating factor. While a remote region can be promoted as a tourism destination, 588 it is the management of tourists and their activities in those areas that is of primary 589 
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